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BRIEF MENTION 317 

Bowen, will train himself in the discriminating use of the gospel tradition, and will be 
able thereafter to read his New Testament with a clearer understanding and a more 
reasonable interpretation of its contents. 

J. P. D. 

Kirk, Harris E. The Religion of Power. A Study of Christianity in Relation 
to the Quest for Salvation in the Graeco-Roman World, and its Significance 
for the Present Age. The Sprunt Lectures, delivered at Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Virginia, 1916. New York: Doran, 1916. x+ 
317 pages. $1.50. 

The plan followed by the author is, first, to review the "Quest for Safe Conduct," 
as made by the mystery religions, by Greek and Roman ethical philosophy, and by 
Jewish legalism; and, secondly, to discuss Christianity as a religion of God-given power. 
The inadequacy of the non-Christian movements lay in the fact that they depended 
upon the power of man alone in seeking salvation. The study of these "Quests," 
however, is lacking in sympathetic understanding and in careful analysis, while the 
discussion of Christianity is somewhat vitiated by a strong apologetic interest. This 
is shown in the paragraphs devoted to the resurrection of Jesus (pp. 190-95); to 
vicarious substitution (pp. 218-24); and to election (pp. 263-66). 

On p. 298 the author speaks of the functional significance of Christian power; 
but in his discussions of the various religious forces he has been inclined to neglect 
function and to emphasize "revelations of objective truth" instead. In spite of this 
defect, the author has become aware of one of the most important phases of religious 
study, in that he interprets religion as a "quest." 

C. J. R. 



CHURCH HISTORY 

Hodges, George. The Early Church from Ignatius to Augustine. Boston: 

Houghton Mifflin Co., 1915. xiv+312 pages. $1 . 75. 

Lectures on church history to an intelligent general audience require the form of 
an interesting story told with cursory rapidity and skillful brief portrayal of personali- 
ties and significant scenes. Dean Hodges' lectures have the excellence of this rapid 
explanatory treatment and this appeal to the historical imagination, while at the same 
time they convey a large substance of information. The stimulation of concrete his- 
torical perception is illustrated by certain pages — valuable for advanced students as 
well — where a fourth-century church and its order of worship are described. The 
book may serve as a model for popular lectures of high quality and as a convenient 
brief outline for theological students in preparation for more intensive study. 

F. A. C. 

Rockwell, William Walker (editor). Papers of the American Society of 
Church History. Second Series, Volume IV. New York: Putnam, 1914. 
The papers read at the sessions of the Church History Society in 1912 and 1913 
begin with one prepared by Dr. Samuel Macauley Jackson, whose fruitful life came 
to an end before the meeting in 1912. It was meant to serve as an introduction to a 
translation of the letters of Servatus Lupus of the ninth century, for the publication of 
which the funds of the society have been found inadequate. 



